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At-A-Glance Seasonal Abundance for Some Frequently Seen Species

The following line charts attempt to show as accuratly and clearly as 
possible the seasonal abundance patterns of some commonly seen species 
in central Ontario. Note that not all species are seen eery year. The months 
have been divided into early (e), mid (m) and late (l). Abundance in each 
month is shown by the thinkness and type of each line. Please refer to the 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario: 2001-2005 for detailed information on 
the breeding range of a given species.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

#

#

#

Common Loon*

Pied-billed Grebe*

Double-crested Cormorant*

Great Blue Heron*

American Bittern*

Trumpeter Swan*

Snow Goose (Ottawa-Cornwall Area)

(Giant) Canada Goose*

Wood Duck*

Mallard*

American Black Duck*

Blue-winged Teal*

Lesser Scaup*

Ring-necked Duck*

Common Goldeneye*

Bufflehead*

Hooded Merganser*

Common Merganser*

Turkey Vulture* 

Osprey *

Cooper’s Hawk*

Broad-winged Hawk*

Red-tailed Hawk*

Rough-legged Hawk

Bald Eagle*

American Kestrel*

Merlin*

Wild Turkey*

Ruffed Grouse*

abundant/common
uncommon
rare
irregular occurance
very few nest in Ontario
nests in Ontario

At-a-Glance Seasonal Abundance for Some Commonly Seen Birds

The following line charts attempt to show as accurately and clearly as possible the seasonal 
abundance patterns of some of the bird species most often seen in central and eastern Ontario. 
Each bird has been given a status based on my judgement of how easily it would be found by 
someone searching in appropriate habitat. The charts are most accurate for inland locations 
along the edge of the Canadian Shield but do apply to the region as a whole. Waterfowl and 
shorebird (e.g., sandpipers) abundance varies considerably, depending on the migration route 
the birds follow and the availability of appropriate habitat. Snow Geese, for example, tend to 
migrate along the Ottawa River corridor where they are often abundant. They may, however, be 
completely absent elsewhere.  Note, too, that not all species are seen every year. Please refer to 
the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario: 2001 – 2005 for detailed information on the breeding 
range of a given species.	  

	 Common - likely to be seen every day; may be present  
	 in large numbers   (e.g., American Robin)  OR in lesser  
	 numbers but throughout the area (e.g., Common Loon) 	

	 Uncommon - not expected daily, but seen with repeated  
	 visits (e.g., Pileated Woodpecker). May be secretive  
	 (e.g., Brown Creeper)
	 Rare - if present, always in low numbers  
	 and usually hard to find 
	 Irregular - present irregularly, varying from absent to  
	 common (e.g., Common Redpoll)
(Ottawa  area)	 Restricted range - generally restricted to specified region,  
	 although occasionally turns up elsewhere 
	 Breeding - nests in central and/or eastern Ontario  
	 (e.g., Bald Eagle)*
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