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As if to advertise the annual cele-
bration of Earth Day and the first
true burst of spring weather, wet-
lands throughout the Kawarthas
are reverberating right now with

the calls of count-
less amphibians.
Although the dom-
inant voice is that
of the spring peep-
er, another singer
delivers an equal-
ly distinctive song.
Sounding like
someone running
a fingernail over
the small teeth of
a pocket comb, the
“crrrreeek” call of
the western cho-
rus frog (Pseu-
dacris triseriata)
is usually heard a

few days before the peepers
become vocal. Quite often, there
are still patches of snow on the
ground and ice on pond edges
when the “creakers” start calling.
Hearing them among the sleigh
bell notes of the more common
spring peeper is an assurance that
frog diversity is still healthy 

Only about three centimetres in
length, the chorus frogs packs a
huge amount of song for such a
small animal. Imagine a cricket on
steroids and you’ll get a good sense
of just how loud and strident the
call can be. To accomplish this, the
frog takes in air to inflate its lungs
and throat pouch. It then closes its
nostrils and forces the air back and
forth between the lungs and the
pouch. In doing so, the air passes
over the vocal cords, causing them
to vibrate. The throat pouch,
inflated almost to the  point of
bursting, serves as a resonator and
increases the volume of the call
many fold. In addition to attracting
the attention of curious human
passersby, the chorus of song
attracts female frogs for the pur-
pose of mating. Chorus frogs are
one of the few amphibians that
sing both in the evening and dur-
ing the day.  

To listen to the western chorus
frog online, go to www.carcnet.ca
and follow the links to Tour of
Canadian Amphibians. Click on
Ontario and then on Western Cho-
rus Frog. To hear them live and in
person, you may wish to try the
small marsh on the left-hand side
of the road leading into Gzowski
College at Trent University. The
entrance to the college is off of Pio-
neer Road. 

The chorus frog, for those lucky
enough to actually see one, is light
brown and has three solid or bro-
ken dark stripes running down the
back. There is also a white line
along the side of the body, extend-
ing from the tip of the snout to the
groin. Being a member of the tree
frog family, it also has adhesive toe
pads which allow the frog to climb.
However, being very much a frog of
open spaces — it is most abundant
in the southern prairies of central
Canada — its climbing is usually
restricted to scaling tall grasses.

Chorus frogs can be found
throughout the Kawarthas.
Although they sometimes frequent
swampy, wooded habitats, they are
most common in grassy areas with
shallow ponds, ditches  and other

temporary collections of water. By
laying their eggs in temporary bod-
ies of water that often dry up by
summer, there is far less chance of
the eggs being eaten by other
predators such as fish. There is a
trade-off, however. These stands of
water can sometimes dry up unex-
pectedly early, resulting in repro-
ductive failure for that year. Also,
this same habitat tends to attract
human development of all kinds. 

Females lay 500 to 1,500 eggs in
gelatinous clusters which are
attached to submerged grasses or
sticks. By anchoring the eggs
underwater, there is less chance
that they will be killed by ice
should the pond freeze over during
the night. Depending on water
temperature, the eggs hatch in
three to 14 days, and the tadpoles
transform into tiny froglets any-
where from 40 to 90 days later.
Chorus frogs stay close to their
breeding grounds throughout the
year and hibernate in the leaf lit-
ter or under logs. They are freeze-
tolerant. 

Seeing a chorus frog is no easy
task; in fact, I’ve never seen one.
Not only are they tiny and dressed
in protective colouring, but they
tend to call from under vegetation
like a clump of grass. They also

disappear beneath the surface of
the water at the slightest threat.
However, just hearing this time-
honoured voice of spring’s arrival
is enough to reassure us that the
amphibian world is healthy and
there to serenade the change of
season.

Unfortunately, the voice of the
chorus frog is falling silent in
many parts of its eastern Canadian
range. This is both surprising and
unsettling. The chorus frog is a
species that has long been thought
to be quite tolerant of human activ-
ities, given its presence in agricul-
tural and suburban areas. Accord-
ing to Mike Oldham of the Ontario
Natural Heritage Information Cen-
tre at the Ministry of Natural
Resources, this species has
declined drastically in the past
couple of decades in southern Que-
bec (where it is officially listed as a
species at risk) and in southeast-
ern Ontario. For example, of 20
sites in the Cornwall area where
chorus frogs were heard calling in
1990, the species was calling at
only one of these sites in 2007, and
this despite habitat that was still
suitable and appropriate weather
conditions. Because of dramatic
declines such as these, COSEWIC
(Committee on the Status of

Endangered Wildlife in Canada) is
now in the process of assessing the
status of the chorus frog.

Amphibian enthusiasts in the
Kawarthas are heading out this
month to try to see if there has
been a decline in chorus frogs
locally. They will visit sites where
chorus frogs were heard calling in
the 1980s and 1990s in order to lis-
ten and tell if the frogs are still
present. 

Oldham would also like to
receive reports of chorus frogs from
the public this spring. The reports
are most useful, however, when
the precise location is included,
preferably with UTM or
latitude/longitude co-ordinates.
Please also include the date, time,
observer’s name and the approxi-
mate number heard or seen. The
reports should be e-mailed to
Michael.oldham@ontario.ca 

Ideal conditions for calling are
mild, calm evenings (dusk to mid-
night), particularly during or after
rain. During the peak breeding
season, chorus frogs will call dur-
ing the day, too. The calling contin-
ues through April and much of
May.

As has been well documented in
the media in recent years, amphib-
ian populations are in a precipi-

tous decline throughout the world.
These are organisms that watched
the dinosaurs come and go. Ironi-
cally, they themselves are now
rapidly disappearing. Numerous
places that used to have healthy,
diverse amphibian populations
now have fewer, and in some cases
no, salamanders, frogs and toads.
It is hard to believe, but almost
half of the 5,743 known amphibian
species worldwide are threatened
with extinction. Spectacular
species such as Australia’s gastric
brooding frog and Costa Rica’s
Monteverde golden toad are
already gone forever.

Amphibians have permeable skin
that absorbs water and oxygen,
which makes them very suscepti-
ble to contaminants and other
changes in the environment. In
this way, frogs act as a critical
indicator species. Their relative
abundance and diversity allow us
to determine the overall health of
both aquatic and terrestrial ecoys-
tems, since they spend part of their
lives in both. Amphibians are also
a critically important source of
food for all kinds of birds, mam-
mals, reptiles and fish, to name a
few.   

The main causes of amphibian
declines are known to include habi-
tat loss, climate change, UV radia-
tion, contaminants and pollutants,
disease and predation by invasive
species. In many cases, these vari-
ous causes work together. The lat-
est, most pressing threat is a
rapidly spreading fungal disease
known as Chytridiomycosis which
severely damages the skin and
quickly leads to death. This
pathogen is already associated
with the worldwide loss of hun-
dreds of species of amphibians and
there is no known way to stop it.
Chytridiomycosis has already
wiped out populations in Australia
and, closer to home, has spread
throughout much of Central Amer-
ica. 

However, researchers believe
that the underlying culprit here is
really climate change. For exam-
ple, warmer temperatures at many
highland localities, such as pris-
tine national parks in Panama, are
creating conditions that optimize
the growth of the fungus, thus
encouraging outbreaks. The urgen-
cy of reducing greenhouse gases is
therefore greater than ever. 

In an unprecedented project
known as Amphibian Ark, select
amphibian species that would oth-
erwise go extinct will be main-
tained in captivity with the hope
that some day they can be safely
reintroduced into the wild. With-
out immediate captive manage-
ment as a stopgap measure, hun-
dreds of species could become
extinct. Many people believe that
addressing the amphibian extinc-
tion crisis represents the greatest
species conservation challenge in
the history of humanity. To learn
more about Amphibian Ark, go to
www.amphibianark.org. 

Drew Monkman is a Peterbor-
ough teacher and author of
Nature’s Year in the
Kawarthas. He can be reached
at dmonkman1@cogeco.ca. Visit
his website at www.drew-
monkman.com. 

It’s hard to tell exactly
how many individual web-
sites are in existence, but
according to a Netcraft sur-
vey (http://news.netcraft.
com), there are about 170
million. Using easy web-
authoring tools and tem-
plates, almost anyone can
create a website, and new
ones come online at a stag-
gering rate of more than
three million per month.
Within this massive collec-
tion of websites there are some
that are stunningly creative, or
showpieces of technology, or spiri-
tually moving, or all of the above.
The problem is finding them,
which is why it’s fortunate that
there are the Webby Awards.

Often referred to as the Oscars
of the Internet, the Webby Awards
(www.webbyawards.com) honour
the best websites in the world. The
event was practically an unknown
in 1997 when it was created by
Internet designer and reporter
Tiffany Schlain, who was given the
assignment by The Web magazine.
She barely raised enough money to
hold the ceremony and only man-
aged to give out a statue in each of

15 categories. In 1998 The
Web magazine ceased pub-
lication and everyone was
fired, except for Schlain
and her one staffer, Dave
Skaff, but she had come up
with a winning concept.
This year is the 12th
annual ceremony, with
awards being presented in
nearly 70 categories to
nominees that come from
all over the world.

One winner in each cate-
gory is chosen by the 550 members
of the International Academy of
Digital Arts and Sciences
(www.iadas.net), whose member-
ship includes such celebrities and
luminaries as Sir Richard Bran-
son, musician David Bowie, and
Matt Groening, the creator of The
Simpsons. 

Ballots cast by ordinary Internet
users decide a second winner in
each category, called the Peoples’
Choice Award. Until May 1 you
can go to the People’s Choice site
(http://pv.webbyawards.com) and
register to vote for your selection
of a winner in as many or as few of
the categories as you like.

Deciding on which sites to select

as winners can be an enjoyable
task since you will be treated to
viewing a collection of the most
amazing websites imaginable, but
it’s also quite daunting since there
are more than 350 websites vying
for awards. You can pick several
areas of interest and browse
around the sites, which will keep
you busy for some time.

Besides the time, you will need a
fast Internet connection, a set of
speakers and the latest version of
Internet Explorer or Firefox. In a
strange twist, many of the sites
can detect and let you know if you
lack the correct settings or resolu-
tion to appreciate the site.

In the Activism category there is
an interesting clash of interests.
There is the graphically spectacu-
lar corporate site of H and M
Fashion
(http://www.hm.com/us/?#/faa),
which is donating a modest por-
tion of its sales to the fight against
AIDS, Brad Pitt’s Make It Right
site (http://makeitrightnola.org/),
and the technically brilliant but
harrowing and tragic Eyes on Dar-
fur (http://eyesondarfur.org).

In other categories the Calli-
graphic World of Mi Fu’s Art

(http://tech2.npm.gov.tw/mifu/ is a
quiet and elegantly beautiful look
at the work of a renowned artist,
whereas the Automotive category’s
nominees range from videos of
BMW cars careening around a
track (www.relearntodrive.com) to
a strange urban nightmare game
from Scion (http://attiknoise.com/
littledeviant/).

The Adbash site (http://thead-
bash.com) is a great example of
cutting-edge website program-
ming. Other sites depend more on
outlandish content, such Rather-
good (www.rathergood.com/),
which is a website devoted to
bizarre videos of kittens singing
and dancing, or Someecards
(www.someecards.com) which has
e-cards that you can e-mail to cele-
brate birthdays and such, but they
feature black and white images
with seriously weird slogans.

In the Radio category you’ll see
that the CBC has been nominated,
but for its little-known Radio 3
site (http://radio3.cbc.ca/) which is
an Internet-only radio station
highlighting young, upcoming
Canadian talent.

The Webby Award winners will
be announced on June 10 at a gala

in New York City.

Ray Saitz, a Peterborough
resident and teacher, writes a
weekly column on the Internet.
He can be reached at
rayser3@cogeco.ca.
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Tim Dyson, special to The Examiner
Along with the spring peeper, the trilled call of the chorus frog (above) means spring has arrived in the Kawarthas.  

Imagine a cricket on steroids and you’ll get a sense of
just how loud and strident the chorus frog’s call can be


